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Accurate range measurements have been reported only by the group 'working at the Naval Re· 
search Laboratory. Their most recent value for the mean center-to-center distance between the 
Earth and the Moon is 384,400.2 ± 1.1 km and is based upon a value for the Earth's radius of 6.378,170 m 
which seemed most cons istent with the observed diurnal variation in range. 

The absolute cross section of the Moon has been determined over a wide range of wavelengths 
to a precision in most cases of ± 3 dB. Unfortunately, this uncertainty is too large to permit any 
definite conclusions to be drawn concerning the wavelength dependence in the cross section. The ob­
servations suggest that the cross section remains cons tant at about 7 percent of the projec ted area 
of the Moon's disk at wavelengths in the range 1 cm to 1 m, and perhaps rises to 10 percent or higher 
at wavelengths in the range 1 to 10 m. 

Short-pulse observations can be used to explore the angular dependence in the sca ttering of 
radio waves b y the lunar surface. Usefu l measurements have been tnade at wave le ngths of 1130, 
68,23, 10, and 3.6 em. The angu lar dependence has also been investigated at 8.6 mm , though here 
the angu lar resolution afforded by a narrow pencil-beam ante nna was e mployed. At a ll s ix 'wave­
lengths, it appears that part of the echo arises from a highlight located at the ce nt er of the Moon 's 
visible disk_ A second com ponent comes almost eq ually from the re maining parts of the surface. 
The division of power in the two components changes markedly as the wavele ngth is red uced. At 
68-cm wavelen gth, 80 percent of the power is returned from the highlight , but at 8.6 mm only 15 percent 
can be associated with this co mpone nt. The angu lar power spec trum observed for the power from 
th e highlight also c hanges with wavelength, indicating that the rms slope of th e surface increases as 
th e wavelength is reduced. Th ese observations have been interpreted as indicat ing that there is a 
wide range of s tructure sizes on the Moon. 

The deduced values of dielec tric constant range from k = 2.79 down to k = 2.13. In view of the 
greater experiment al diffi c ulties together with the doubtful validity of the assumptions at 8.6-mm 
wavelength, this apparent wavelength dependence should be accepted with caution. If real, it may 
be caused by the finite conductivity of the material (i.e., s "" a in (6)) or by inhomogeneity in the surface 
layers -the densit y perhaps increas ing s li ghtly with de pth. These val'ues ce rtainly indica te that the 
surface is broke n or porous in texture - the material occupying perhaps about 30 percent of the avail­
able volume. In short, the echo intensity and angular spectrum is comparable to that observed from 
aircraft over terrestrial deserts. 

1. Introduction 
The smallest objects on the lunar surface that are 

resolvable by means of large ground-based optical 
telescopes have dimensions of the order of 1/2 km. 
At the other extreme, photometric studies [Hapke 
and Van Horn, 1963] and polarization measure­
ments [Dollfus, 1962] yield information about the 
microstructure which may at most be measured in 
millimeters. The success of manned exploration of 
the lunar surface may depend to a large extent upon 
the nature of the surface in the range of sizes between 
these two extremes. If the surface were densely cov­
ered with craters below the optical limit of reso­
lution, or for that matter boulders of a size comparable 
with a landing vehicle, severe difficulties would be 
encountered. Until close-proximity photographs were 
obtained, one could be guided only by radar results. 
These suggested that the surface is not necessarily 
very hostile - a result that has partly been confirmed 
by the Ranger pictures. The existence of the Moon 
as a target against which both equipment and the· 
oretical ideas may be tested should prove very val-

] Operated with support from the U.S. Air Force. 

uable in obtaining and understanding the reflected 
signals from Venus, Mercury, and Mars. 

A historical review of the early radar observations 
of the Moon has been given by Evans [1962aJ, and here 
we shall present only what seems the best available 
experimental evidence concerning the Moon's scat­
tering behavior. For the most part, this has been 
obtained by measuring the distribution of the echo 
power as a function of range delay using short· pulse 
transmissions. Additional measurements in which 
both the range and Doppler resolution of the radar 
are exploited have shown that, though the larger part 
of the Moon's surface is rather featureless to radar 
observation, the newer (rayed) craters are extraor· 
dinarily bright with respect to their surroundings. 
The experimental observations described here have 
stimulated a large number of theoretical workers to 
attempt to deduce from the scattering properties of 
the Moon a physical description of its surface. There 
is as yet no complete understanding of the scattering 
behavior of a surface which contains structure of sizes 
both larger and smaller than the wavelength . As a 
result, the success with which the radar res ults have 
been interpre ted remains limited. Here we shall re­
view only the approaches that seem to offer the most 
promise of success. 
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FIG URE 1. The peak cross section of the moon expressed as a per­
centage of the total cross section cr plotted as a function of pulse 
length. 

The rada r de pth of the moo n is 11.6 msec, and jf pulses shorter th a n thi s a re e mployed, 
the ec hu power will fall due to the reduc tion in the in s tantan eous a rea illuminated b y the 
pulse. This curve h oilS been obtai ned from measure me nt s at 68 e m. 

2. Echo Power 

2.1. The Radar Equation for a Distributed Target 

The radar equation is normally stated in a manner 
that is proper for the observation of "point targets," 
i.e., objects which when viewed from the radar sub­
tend an angular diameter much smaller than that of 
the antenna beam. In this case the received echo 
power P,. may be stated as 

PtCAa-
P,.= (47TR2)2 watts (1) 

where Pt = transmitted power (watts), C = antenna 
gain, A = antenna aperture (m2), a- the cross section 
of the target (m2), and R is the target's range (m). Of 
all the celestial objects detectable by means of radar, 
the Moon (and perhaps the Sun) are the only ones in 
which the target angular diameter is likely to be as 
large or larger than the antenna beam. The cross 
section a- observed during observations of the Moon 
depends, therefore, upon the distribution of the in­
cident power over the surface. In practice, the Moon 
reflects preferentially from regions near the center 
of the disk and little loss in total reflected power will 
be observed until the antenna beamwidth (between 
half-power points) is made smaller than the angular 
extent of the Moon (112°). Thus for most forms of 
simple antennas this effect will not be important until 
the antenna diameter becomes larger than 100 A where 
A is the radio wavelength. 

Radar echoes from any of the nearby objects in the 
solar system can, however, be resolved in range delay 
or in frequency. For example, it is readily possible 

to transmit pulses which are of insufficient length to 
illuminate the whole of a planet's visible hemisphere. 
In the case of the Moon, a pulse of 11.6 msec is re­
quired to fully illuminate the surface, and if shorter 
pulses are employed, the effective or instantaneous 
cross section a- will never reach its maximum possible 
value (the CW cross section). Figure 1 shows how 
the peak instantaneous cross section falls as a function 
of pulse length for observations of the Moon at 68-
cm wavelength. Because the largest part of the power 
is reflected from the nearest regions of the lunar sur­
face, an appreciable reduction in cross section is not 
observed until pulses shorter than 1 msec duration 
are used. Figure 1 is applicable only for wavelengths 
of about 50 em, or longer, as the scattering properties 
of the surface change markedly toward shorter wave­
lengths. Equally, where a CW radar is employed, 
the apparent rotation of the Moon may cause the re­
flected signals to be appreciably Doppler-broadened. 
If the receiver employs a narrowband filter which 
does not accept all the frequency components of the 
reflected signal, then again the observed cross section 
will be lower than the full value. 

In this review we shall use the term a- to denote the 
total cross section of the Moon. This could be meas­
ured with a radar employing an antenna beam of 112° or 
more by determining the peak echo power observed 
when pulses of 11.6 msec or longer are transmitted. 
In practice, echoes from the Moon are found to fade 
as a consequence of constructive and destructive 
interference between signals arriving from different 
parts of the lunar surface. Thus, an average value 
for the peak echo power (or mean square of the echo 
amplitude) must be obtained from many pulses to 
determine a- reliably. Alternatively, with a CW radar, 
many independent determinations of the echo power 
are required. In some of the earliest radar observa­
tions of the Moon [e.g., DeWitt and Stodola, 1949] 
this was not recognized and only the maximum value 
of the echo intensity was reported. 

When the antenna beam width is comparable with 
the diameter of the Moon, it is possible to compute 
a- if the distribution of incident power over the surface 
is known (defined by the antenna pattern) and the 
brightness distribution observed for the lunar disk 
for uniform illumination is also known. Thus , if the 
axis of the antenna beam is directed at the center 
of the Moon, and the antenna pattern is circularly 
symmetrical about this axis, the echo power is given by 

in which Co is the gain of the antenna on axis and A is 
the radio wavelength. Here fJ is the angle subtended 
at the radar between the beam axis and an annulus of 
width dfJ on the lunar surface, F(fJ) is the normalized 
antenna pattern (power versus angle, F(fJ) = 1 for 
fJ = 0°), and B(fJ) is the distribution of surface bright­
ness that would be observed for uniform illumination; 
B(O) is normalized so that the integral in (2) tends to 
unity for broadbeam antennas_ The term F(O) ap-
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pears as a square term , as the antenna weights the 
transmission and reception equally. 

Where the antenna beam is broad but the pulse 
length T is shorter than the radar depth of the Moon, 
the echo power is given in 

PIGAcr { r 
P,. = (47TR2)2 Jo P(t)dt , (3) 

where P(t) is the di stribution of echo power with delay 
t (relative to the leading edge of the Moon) measured 
with a short pulse T' as T' ~ 0 (it is sufficient for T' 

« T). The integral in (3) becomes unity for T ~ 11.6 
msec. The general case where the antenna beam is 
smaller than the diameter of the Moon and short pulses 
are employed has been treated [Evans , 1962b] by 
graphically integrating areas inside contours of equal 
incident energy and equal range. By repeating the 
observations for different positions of the antenna beam 
with respect to the Moon's center, it was possible to 
recover P(t) and thence cr. 

2.2. Range Variation 

The mean ran ge of the Moon is 3.844 X 108 m (caus­
ing an echo delay of 2. 56 sec) but due to the ellipticity 
of the Moon's m bit, the actual range may vary over 
± 8 percent of th e mean range. As a result , the echo 
power will vary over a lunation by ± 30 percent (about 
± 1 dB). The accuracy achieved in most radar ex­
periments is insufficient for this to be detected , and 
Fricker e t aI. , [1958] appear to be the only wor kers 
who have observed this variation of echo power during 
the month. Even they were unable to observe this 
small variation (about 0.2 dB) introduced by the rota­
tion of the Earth. These range changes are easily 
detected by measuring the echo delay time. Very 
accurate measure ments have been made by Yaplee 
et aI. , [1958, 1959, 1964] from which a mean center-to­
center distance between the Earth and the Moon of 
384,400.2 ± 1.1 k m has been obtained. 

The difference between the echo power expected 
on a given day and the mean echo power is given by 

ilP,. = 40 [LogJO 7T-1.756] dB , (4) 

where 7T is the daily value of the equatorial horizontal 
parallax tabulated in the Nautical Almanac and Ameri­
can Ephemeris in minutes of arc. 

2.3. Observed Values of Cross Section 

Many observers have re ported values of cr and some 
of these are prese nted in table 1 and plotted in figure 2. 
The values have been presented as fractions of the 
physical cross section of the Moon (7Ta2=9.49 X I012m2), 
and span a range of over 10 octaves (from 8.6 mm to 
22 m). The incre ase in cross section with increasing 
wavelength suggested by fi gure 2 depends largely on 
the three long-wave measurements re ported by Davis 
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These values are expressed as a frac t ion of the muon's p rojec ted di s k 1W? a nd ha ve bee n 
obt ained f rom the papers li sted in table I. 

T ABLE 1. Values Jor the radar cross section oj the Moon as a/unc· 
tion oj wavelength reported by various workers 

Au thor Year W/ avclcnglh (TIna"! 

em 
Lynn et al. 1963 0.86 0.07 
Ko brin 1963- 3.0 .07 
Morro\\' c t al. 1963- 3.6 .07 
Evans a nd Pe tt e ngi ll 1963. 3.6 .04 
Kobrin 1963- 10.0 .07 
Hu ghes 1963 - 10.0 .05 
Vic tor e t a l. 1961 12.5 .022 
Aarons 1959-' 33.5 .09 
Blc vis a nd Cha pma n 1960 6 1.0 .05 
Fricker c t at. 1960 73.0 .074-
Lcadabrand 1959** 75.0 . 10 
T rex ler 1958 100.0 .07 
Aarons 1959** 149.0 .07 
T rex le r 1958 150.0 .08 
Webb 1959" 199.0 .05 
Evans 1957 250.0 .10 
Evans e t al. 1959 300.0 .10 
Evans and Inga ll s 1962 784.0 .06 
Dav is and Rohlfs 1964 11 30 .0 .19 

Davis a nd Ro hlfs 1964 1560.0 .13 

Dav is an d Rohl fs 1964 1920.0 .16 

*Revlsed vaJue [pri vate commun ica tion ; Eva ns and Pt' lt e ngdl. 1963a l. 
** Re porl ~d by Senior a lld S iegel rI959. 19601. 

Esti mated e rrur 

dB 
± l. 
± 1. 
± 1.5 
± 3. 
± l. 
± 3. 
± 3. 
± 3. 
± 3. 
± l. 
± 3. 
± 4. 
± 3. 
± 4. 
± 3. 
± 3. 
± 3. 
± 5. 
+ 3. 
- 2. 
+ 3. 
- 2. 
+3 . 
- 2. 

and Rohlfs [IY64]. These measure ments may have 
been subject to systematic errors introduced by iono­
spheric effects. If these three points are ignored the 
remainder show no clear wavelength dependence. 
In part this is caused by the large error bars associated 
with each measurement which may conceal a marked 
dependence. The errors give n in table 1 are the 
reported values where these have been given, or ± 3 dB 
where no uncertainty was published. Ab solute power 
measurements appear to be more diffic ult in r adar 
astronomy observations than radio as tronomy for 
several reasons. In the first place, the uncertainty 
in the antenna performance (typically ± 1 dB) enters 
twice. N ext there is the uncertainty associated with 
measuring PI; a nd fin ally , errors arise in the measure­
ment of PI' du e in part to the fading of the signals. 
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Unless extraordinary care is taken, the uncertainty 
in absolute intensity is usually of the order of ± 3 dB. 
That Fricker et aI., [1958] are the only observers who 
have reported observations of the monthly variation 
of p,. (which is 2 dB) is indicative of the difficulties 
encountered. Even in the case of Fricker's results, 
it was not possible to determine the absolute value of 
(J to better than ± 1 dB. Because the Moon is an 
extended target whose characteristics change with 
wavelength, it does not serve radar astronomers as a 
reference in the manner that certain radio sources 
(e.g., Cygnus A) are used by radio astronomers. 
Radar astronomy would benefit by the' launching of a 
spherical reflector into a near synchronous orbit which 
could become a standard test target. Any wavelength 
dependence in the lunar cross section would then be 
obtainable with greater confidence. The mean of the 
values listed in table 1 is close to 0.07, and using this 

(J 

mean value, the term (47TR2)2 has a value of about 1.95 

X 10~25 m-2. This term represents the "path loss" 
encountered by a signal transmitted by an antenna 
of unit gain and received by one of unit aperture. Ex· 
pressed in this fashion, the path loss is independent 
of wavelength and may be taken as 247.2 dB/m2• 

2.4. Theoretical Values of the Cross Section 

If the Moon were a perfect sphere having a power 
reflection coefficient at normal incidence of po, then 
the cross section would be [Senior and Siegel, 1959] 

(5) 

it being assumed that a» A. The Fresnel reflection 
coefficient po is related to the electrical constants of 
the surface by po = 1 Q 12 where 

1- I[/J-o (~+ i _s )] 
Q= V /J- Eo WEo 

1 + ~[/J-o (~+ i _s )] 
/J- Eo WEo 

(6) 

Here E = permittivity, /J- = permeability, and s = con­
ductivity (the subscript 0 denotes free-space values), 
and W is the angular radiowave frequency. It can be 
seen that Po(= 1 Q 12) will depend upon the wavelength, 
unless s, the conductivity, is zero or infinite. In the 
case of a perfect dielectric where /J-~ /J-o and s~ 0, (6) 
simplifies to 

I-v'k 
Q= l+v'k' (7) 

where k = E/Eo is the relative dielectric constant. 
Values of k for some typical rock mineral samples 
are given in table 2. These have been taken from 
many values listed in a report by Brunschwig et aI., 
[1960]. The selection in table 2 is somewhat arbitrary, 

TABLE 2. Some typical terrestrial rocks and their values of dielectric 
constant [Brunschwig et al., 1960] 

'Mineral Type Source Dielectric 
constant k 

Andesite Vesicular basalt Chaffee County, Colo. 6.51 
Olivine basalt , cellular Washington 5.50 
Basalt Olivine basalt Jefferson County, Colo 8.89 
Olivine basalt Basalt Lintz, Rhenish Pruss ia 17.4 
Diabase Mt. Tom, Mass 10.8 
Rhyolitic pumice Pumice Millard County, Utah 2.29 
Rhyolite Castle Roc k, Colo 4.00 
Basaltic scoria Scoria nr. Klamath Falls, Oreg 6.08 
Trachytic tuff nr. Cripple Creek, Colo 5.32 
Quartz sandstone Sandstone Columbia County, Pa 4.84 

but does indicate the wide scatter of values encoun­
tered. The basaltic specimens examined by Brun­
schwig et aI., [1960] showed the greatest range of values 
(from 5.5 to 26.7) and an average value for the seven 
samples listed is 14. For the minerals listed as forms 
of andesite (5 samples) the mean was 8.8, while the 
rhyolitic samples were lower (4.1). Silicate materials, 
e.g., fused quartz, are frequently suggested as making 
up the bulk of the lunar surface material and these 
have dielectric constants in the range 4 to 7. 2 Dry 
terrestrial sand has a dielectric constant of about 
half this. If the surface of the Moon were solid rock 
having a dielectric constant k = 5 (the lowest value 
likely) , then the reflection coefficient would be 14 
percent. As the mean lunar cross section is only 
7 percent, it is already evident that the surface cannot 
be solid rock. 

If the perfect sphere discussed above is replaced 
by one in which the true surface departs in an irregular 
fashion from the mean, then the cross section is likely 
to change and account can be taken of this by writing 

(8) 

Here g is a directivity factor that expresses the ability 
of the sphere to scatter back favorably toward the 
source. For a smooth metal sphere (Po = 1) the echo 
power is reradiated isotropic ally and the value of g is 
1.0 [Norton and Omberg, 1947]. As we have seen, the 
factor g is also unity in the case of a smooth dielectric 
sphere, but the scattering in this case is not isotropic 
and depends upon the dielectric constant k [Rea, 
Hetherington, and Mifflin, 1964]. 

The value for g as defined by (8) for an arbitrarily 
rough surface is not known and only the case of a 
sphere with a smooth undulating surface has been 
examined in detail [Hagfors, 1964]. In this case g 
= 1 + a2 where a 2 is half the mean square surface 
slope. The effect of the shallow undulations is to 
cause the pattern of Fresnel zones at the center of 
the disk to be rearranged such that parts of each zone 
are distributed randomly over the entire disk. Pro­
vided that the antenna beam is broad enough to il­
luminate the whole surface, a small increase in mean 

:z An alternat ive argument due to Gold [1964] is to suppose that frac tionation processes 
have not occurred in lunar rocks to the extent they have on Earth. The surface rocks would 
then be expected to be little different from meteoritic material and have a high dielectric 
const ant (k -- 20). 
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cross section will be observed when this hypothetical 
ideally smooth sphere is replaced by one with an 
undulating surface . 

An alternate and widely adopted approach to ob· 
taining the scattering cross section is to consider the 
scattering properties of the target as specified by a 
func tion uo(i4>8) which defines the reflected intensity 
per unit surface area per steradian. This function 
is obtained by exploring the power reflected from an 
elemental area of surface illuminated at an angle of 
incidence i , and observed at an angle of reflection 4>; 
the planes containing these two rays and the surface 
normal are at an angle 8 as shown in figure 3. Pro· 
vided there is no coherence between returns from 
different surface elements, the gain Gm of the Moon 
in the direction of backscattering is given by [Evans 
and Pettingill, 1963b] 

411" 1'TI2 uo(i) sin i di 

Gm =1 rr/21 ,,/2 r 2" , (9) 
o 0 Jo uo(i 4>8) sin i sin 4> d8d4>di 

where uo(i) is the particular case in which i = 4>, 8 = O. 
From Earth-based observations alone only uo(i) can 
be determined and hence Gm as defin ed by (9) cannot 
be obtained. If, however, Gm were known either 
from theory or observation, the cross section for the 
whole sphere could be written as 

(10) 

Here p is the albedo averaged over the hemisphere, 
and this is usually different from the re fl ec tion co· 
efficient at normal incidence po. This di s tinction has 
not always been recognized and the literature contain s 
several instances where Po has been equated with p 
without proper explanation. If thi s is done, the di· 
rectivity factor g is automatically made the same as Gm. 

Rea, Hetherington, and Mifflin [1964] have pointed out 
that these approximations are certainly not valid for 
the case of a smooth dielectric sphere. 
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FIGU RE 3. The geometry required for studying the coml,/ete SCll / ­

tering characteristics 0/ an irregular sur/ace in order to obtain a 
value for the gain of the whole moon over an isotropic scatterer. 

3. Echo Power Versus Del a y 

3.1. Relation to the Angle of Incidence 

With modern radar equipment, echoes from the 
Moon may readily be resolved either in delay or in 
frequency. The libration of the Moon causes the 
lunar disk to appear to be rotating to a terrestrial 
observer with a radial velocity usually in the range 
10- 6 to 10-7 rad/sec. This gives rise to Doppler 
broadening of the signals so that the echo power at a 
given frequency offset is proportional to the re fle ctivity 
of a particular strip on the Moon's disk that is parallel 
to the apparent axis of rotation as shown in figure 4 
[Browne et aI., 1956]. Thus the determination of the 
echo power spectrum P(j) yields the brightness dis­
tribution over the Moon's disk. Such measurements 
have been made by a number of workers [Evans , 1957; 
Evans and Ingalls, 1962; Daniels, 1963a]. The best 
measurements of this kind have been performed using 
phase coherent radar systems, such as the Millstone 
Hill radar which was employed by Pe ttengill and 
Henry [l962a] to obtain the results shown in figure 5. 
The limb-to-limb Doppler broadening introduced by 
the Moon is typically 2 cis for a radar frequency of 
100 Mc/s , and hence it is difficult to achieve good 
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LUNAR POWER SPECTRUM 
20h 48mUT 20JUNE.l961 

-If-
FREOUENCY RESOLUTION 

o 
RE L ATIVE FREQUENCY 

F IGU RE 5. The power spectrum P(f) of moon echoes obtained by 
Fourier analyzing a chain of coherent pulses by means of a fast 
digital computer. 

These observations we re made at 68·c m wavelength and show tbe b ri ghtness di stribution 
across the luna r di sk. 

r esolution by this technique. In figure 5 , for example, 
the frequency resolution of the radar is 1/4oth of the 
total echo spectrum. 

Much better resolution can be obtained by resolving 
the echoes with respect to delay. For example, pulse 
lengths of 12 J..tsec and shorter have been used to study 
the scattering behavior of the Moon (whose full radar 
depth is 11.6 msec). A short pulse illuminates at any 
instant an annulus on the surface as shown in figure 4. 
The amount of actual area illuminated by the pulse 
is given by 'TraCT (where c = the velocity of light and T 

is the pulse length) and is independent of delay t. 
However, the projected area will vary with the cosine 
of the angle of incidence 1> where 

1> = COS-I (1- ct/2a). (11) 

Thus if the Moon behaved as a uniformly bright re­
flector (as it does optically), the average echo power 
versus delay function P(t) would have the form 

- ct 
P(t)cx 1--· 

2a (12) 

Herein lies a second advantage of short pulse measure­
ments; namely, there is a singular relation between 
the angle of incidence 1> and the delay t [specified by 
(11)] as shown in figure 6. It follows that by deter­
mining the echo power as a function of delay P(t), 
one can determine directly the angular power S2.ec­
trum P(1)) of the echoes. We choose a function P(1)) 
of the same form as the function CTo(i1>8) used in (9), 
i.e., normalized to unit actual surface area. It follows 
that for a uniformly bright surface we have from (12) 

P(1)) cx cos 1> (Lommel-Seeliger), (13) 

and for Lambert's law 

P(1)) cx cos2 1> (Lambert). (14) 

INCIDENT AND REFLECTED RAY 

ct 

2 

AT A TIME t AFTER FIRST STRIKING 

THE SURFACE. 

a • RAD IUS OF THE MOON 

C ·VELOCITY OF LIGHT 

FIGU RE 6. The relation between the range delay t and the angle of 
incidence and reflection </> of the radio waves. 

In all likelihood, the surface of the Moon may be 
regarded as statistically uniform from annulus to 
annulus. It follows that by exploring the distribution 
of echo power with delay p(t), one can see if the angular 
power spectrum can be represented by simple laws 
such as (13) or (14). That is, if the surface is statis­
tically uniform, then the plot P(1)) obtained is simply 
the angular scattering law CTo(1)) defined previously. 
To make it clear that an assumption is involved here , 
we shall use the symbol p(1)) to denote the angular 
dependence obtained from short pulse measurements. 
In the limit, where very short pulses (i.e., as T~ 0) 
are used to observe a statistically uniform sphere, 
P(1))~ CTo(1)). 

3.2. Short-Pulse Observations 

Kerr and Shain [1951] were the first to attempt 
short-pulse observations of the Moon in order to see 
if the pulses were lengthened by the distribution of the 
scattering centers in depth. They reported that 1-
msec pulses were lengthened in support of their con­
clusion (obtained from echo spectrum measurements) 
that the Moon was approximately a uniformly bright 
reflector. Evans [1957] using 2-msec pulses reached 
the reverse conclusion in support of his observation 
(also from echo spectrum measurements) that the 
Moon was in fact a limb dark scatterer. Immedi­
ately on publication of these later results, the work 
performed several years previously at the Naval Re­
search Laboratory was released [Trexler, 1958]. 
Trexler employed a radar operating at 198 Mc/s with 
pulse length of 12 J..tsec and figure 7 illustrates the 
range display observed in this work. Some 50 percent 
of the echo power was returned within the first 50 
J..tsec of the pulse. The exponential tail of the echo 
appeared to extend some 500 J..tSec beyond the leading 
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FIGURE 7. Moon echoes observed by Trexler [1958 1 co milO red to 
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edge of the echo, but thi s appeared to be a function 
of signal-to-noise ratio. Yaplee e t al., [1 958], and 
later Hey and Hughes [1959] reported similar behavior 
at a wavelength of 10 cm , when 2- and 5-f-tsec pulses 
were used, respec tively. 

The diffi culty involved in these observations is to 
obtain good range resolution toge ther with adequate 
signal-to-noise ratio. To achieve good range resolu­
tion, one is obliged to use short pulses which (a) 
causes the peak echo power to fall due to a reduction 
in the illuminated surface area (fig. 1), and (b) requires 
the receiver bandwidth b to be adjusted to matc h the 
pulse length T according to 

1 b = - , 
T 

(15) 

and hen ce makes the receiver admit more noise power 
as the pulse is shortened. Thus the signal-to-noise 
ratio falls rapidly as the pulse length is reduced and 
even at the present time s hort-pulse observations 
have been made only at a limited number of wave­
lengths, though the total cross section has bee n meas­
ured at many. The observations of Trexler , Yaplee, 
et al., and Hey and Hughes indicated that echoes 
come only from a portion of the surface near the 
center of the di s k. This proved to be a consequence 
of the limited sensitivity of their equipment. Petten­
gill [1960] and Leadabrand et al., [1960] showed that 
echoes could be measured all the way out to the limbs 
with a sufficiently powerful radar system. 

The first truly quantitative measurements of echo 
power versus delay from the leading edge to the limb 
were performed by P ettengill [1960] and Pettengill 
and Henry [1962a] a t a wavelength of 68 cm using 
65-f-tSec pulses. They e mployed a digital computer 
to average the echo inte nsity at range intervals of 
250 f-tS ec . Meanwhile, Hughes [1961] made observa­
tions at a wavelength of 10 cm using 5-f-tsec pulses 
and averaging the echo power by means of a single 
channel analog integrator with a resolution of 20 f-tS ec. 
Hughes was unable to obtain echoes beyond 1 msec 
delay measured from the leading edge, but in the 
region 0- 1 msec obtained results in good agree ment 
with Pettengill and Henry [1962a]. Accordingly, he 
concluded that the radio-wave scattering properties 
of the Moon were independent of the radio wavele ngth 
A_ However , in reaching this conclusion, he ignored 
the fact that the resolution in the two sets of meas­
ure ments was considerably different. 

A search for a wavelength depende nce in the scat­
tering was undertaken by Evans [1962b, cJ. A 48-
channel integrator was cons tructed and firs t employed 
with a 30-f-tsec pulse radar operating at 3.6 cm. For 
reception, the resolution in delay was 20 f-tsec. Later 
the measure ments were re peated at 68-em wavelength 
with the same pulse length and resolution in delay. 
The two sets of measure me nts are compared in fi gure 
8. A clear c hange in p(t) is evident. At the shorter 
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FI GURE 8. The avera{(e echo I,ower reflected by the moon P(t) 
as a function of delay measured with reSI,ect to the I'oint closest 
to the radar. 

The 68-c ln res ult s we re I,lJlaincd IIsi ll j.! lilt.' sa nlt' rn cllH.ds I.f a\'erag ill ~ as we re e mpl.l yed 
In obtain th e 3.6-clll res ult s . The c ur ves have been normalized at zero dday. 

1643 



wavelength, the leading edge echo is not so prominent 
as at 68 cm. More recent observations at a wavelength 
of 23 cm with the same range resolution [Evans and 
Hagfors, 1965] confirm the behavior shown in figure 8. 

The measurements at 68 cm were later repeated 
with 12-lLsec pulses and lO-lLSec resolution in delay 
to achieve an overall resolution comparable to that 
of Hughes [1961]. A comparison of these 68- and 10-
cm results is given in figure 9. Once more a clear 
dependence on wavelength is evident. 

At longer wavelengths (A = 7.84 m) Evans and Ingalls 
[1962] found that the echo power spectrum was in­
distinguishable from that observed at 11.=68 cm_ 
However, Faraday fading of the echoes [Browne et aI., 
1956] and possibly ionospheric scintillation may have 
introduced error. Davis and Rohlfs [1964] have em-

ployed a 250-p,sec pulse radar at 11.3-m wavelength 
to obtain the scattering behavior over the first 4 msec 
of delay. Despite the long pulse used, they found 
(fig. 10) that the wavelength dependence shown in 
figure 8 is continued in the meter-wave region. Be­
cause ionospheric scintillation effects cannot intro­
duce systematic errors in short-pulse determinations 
of the scattering behavior, this seems to be the only 
reliable technique at these long wavelengths. 

At shorter wavelengths, Lynn, Sohigian, and 
Crocker [1963] have determined the scattering be­
havior at 8..6 mm. These observations were remark­
able in that a transmitter power of only 12 W was 
employed and that resolution of different range delays 
was achieved solely by means of the angular resolution 
afforded by the antenna beam (4.3 min arc). Thus 
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the antenna was directed at different distances from 
the center of the lunar disk to determine the brightness 
distribution. This achieves poor range resolution at 
the limbs as equal projected areas are illuminated 
as distinct from the equal surface area illuminated by 
short-pulse radars_ To correct the observations at 
the limb for the amount of the antenna pattern pro­
jected onto the sky which provided no illumination 
of the Moon Lynn , Sohigian, and Crocker [1963] as­
sumed that ~he Moon behaved as a uniformly bright 
reflector (Lommel-Seeliger law)_ Their results wh~n 
put in the same form as those of Evans and P ettengIll 
[1963c] are shown in figure 11. The wavele.ngth de­
pendence of the scattering of electromagnetIc waves 
by the Moon in the wavelength range 1 meter. to ~hat 
of light is very evident. At 8 mm only a small hIghlight 
appears at the center. The brightness there exceeds 
that of other regions by only a factor of two_ At 3_6 
cm this ratio is of the order of 25 and at 68 cm, 150_ 
Lynn, Sohigian, and Crocker [1963] also reported that 
there were no differences between the bnghtness of 
the maria and the highlands larger than ( ± 2dB) - the 
accuracy of their observations_ It would seem t?at 
the rough structure responsible for diffuse scatten~g 
at 8_6 mm is to be found overlying highlands and mana 
equally. It is tempting to conclude that t~e micro­
relief responsible for the Moon's photometnc proper­
ties also controls the scattering at 8.6 mm, perhaps by 
extending in depth to several millimeters. 
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The 3.6-cm a nd 68-c m resu lts have been included fur compar isun. 

We may summarize these results as follows. At a 
radio wavelength of 1 m, the Moon scatters pre­
dominantly from those regions at the center of the 
visible di sk which are nearly normal to the line of 
sight. This sugges ts a rather smooth surface. How­
ever, as the wavelength is redu ced, more and more 
power is re turned from other regions showing that as 
the scale of th e exploring wave is reduced , the surface 
is found to appear increasingly rough. At l-cm wave­
length the di sk appears to be almost uniformly bright, 
indicating that the surface is now essentially covered 
with structure having dimensions comparable with the 
wavelength. 

3.3. Orthogonal Polarization Observations 

Browne et aI. , [1956] observed that the nulls intro­
duced by the Faraday fadin g were quite deep and that 
the amount of d epolarized power was about 10 percent. 
This was later confirmed by Blevis and Chapman 
[1960]. Senior and Siegel [1960] were the first to 
argue that this result alone demonstrates that the 
reflection occurs from largely smooth s urfaces . In 
order to study the depolarizing ability of the lunar 
surface, it is desirable to overcome the Faraday fadin g, 
and this is most easily accomplished by using circularly 
polarized waves and receiving the circular. compone~t 
having the same sense as that transmItted. ThIS 
experiment has been performed at 68-cm wavelength 
by Pettengill and Henry [1962a] using 400-lLsec pulses, 
and later by Evans [1962c] using 200-lLsec pulses. As 
may be seen in figure 12, the depolarized component 
of the power obeys the law P(4)) 0: cos 4> , indicating 
that these signals are scattered equally from all parts 
of the proj ec ted di sk. The percentage polarization 
can be expressed in the form 

.. P(t)-D(t) 
PolanzatlOn = X 100%, 

P(t) + 75(t) 
(16) 
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FIGURE 12. The average echo intensity versus range delay 0(1) for 
the depolarized component of the signals [Evans and Pettengill 
1963c]. 

The dott ed curve indi cat es the expec ted be hav ior for a uniforml y bright moon. The 
de partures from the s mooth curve are thought 10 represent the ex istence of departures 
from stati s ti ca l uniformit y of the s urface fealures uve r the moun 's di sk. These might 
be expec terl to be mure eas il y seen in the depola rized than ' pol ari zed component. 

where Pet) is the average polarized or expected return 
and D(t) the depolarized component. The percentage 
polarization has been plotted in figure 13 for both the 
400- and 200-lLsec pulse observations. It appears 
that the percentage polarization falls linearly out to a 
delay of 3 msec where it has a value of 60 percent. 
Beyond this value of delay the depolarization falls 
less rapidly, and theJatiSJ of the amount of power in 
the two components P(t)/ D(t) is approximately constant 
at 3: l. 

Two mechanisms which could give rise to depolari­
zation are (a) multiple reflections at the surface in 
which one or more reflections occur near the Brewster 
angle, and (b) the excitation of surface elements 
which are comparable in size to the wavelength and 
reradiate as dipoles. Probably both mechanisms con­
tribute to some extent, but (a) seems incapable of 
converting one quarter of the incident power into the 
depolarized component. 

It seems that further polarization studies might be 
most profitable. They are capable of showing the 
presence or absence of a dust layer on the surface 
through which the radar signals may be propagated. 
The experiments which would need to be carried out 
have been considered by Hagfors (private communi­
cation).3 

4. The Angular Scattering Laws 
Evans and Pettengill [1963c] have explored a number 

of empirical law~ by which to represent th.e angu.lar 
power spectra P(cp) of the signals. In thl~ sectIOn 
we briefly review this work. The most obvIOu~ way 

3 See note added in proof. 
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FIG URE 13. The percentage polarization of moon echoes as a fune· 
tion of range delay observed at 68·cm wavelength [Evans and 
Pettengill, 1963cJ. 

These va lues were COInIHlle d from the result s s hown in figure 12 by means of the expres· 
sion (16). The earli e r valu es obtained by Pe tt e ngill a nd Henry ll962aj are al so shown. 

to proceed is to plot the logarithm of the power against 
log cos cp to see if simple laws of the form 

m=constant (17) 

can be made to fit the results . The experimental un­
certainties in the measurements made to date are 
least in those for 68-cm wavelength. As we have seen, 
the depolarized component D(t) observed at this wave­
length (fig. 12) is fairly well represented by this type 
of law where m = 1, i.e., indicating that the surface is 
uniformly bright (sec. 3.1). The polarized or expected 
component Pet) observed at 68 cm is shown in figure 14. 
It can be seen that over the region 800 < cp < 900 the 
same law is found to hold, namely, 

p(cp) ex cos cp, (13) 

but for 450 < cp < 800 it is found that 

P(cp) ex COS3/2cp. (18) 

This law lies midway between Lommel-Seeliger, (13) , 
and Lambert, (14). The behavior shown in figure 14 
has also been found for echoes obtained at a wave­
length of 23 cm [Evans and Hagfors, 1965]. At wave­
lengths longer than 68 cm, the behavior of this tail 
region of the echo has not yet been reported. 

At shorter wavelengths, e.g., 11.=3.6 cm, the meas­
urements are somewhat less reliable due to the 
difficulties involved [Evans and Pettengill, 1963c] but 
indicate that for 60° < cp < 90° the Lommel-Seeliger 
law, (13), holds. That is, the limb region appears 
uniformly bright (fig. 15). The same behavior is in­
ferred at a wavelength of 8.6 mm (see fig. 11), though 
the poor resolution of the limb region obtained in these 
measurements makes it difficult to be certain that this 
is so. 
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pulses. 

The Lambert law might be expected to hold where 
the surface is covered with irregularities of comparable 
size to the wavelength. The Lommel-Seeliger law 
could be expected to hold where the elements of the 
surface are largely smooth but arranged with a wide 
range of slopes. Thus near the limbs one sees ele­
ments normal to the line of sight and these screen 
from view regions which would not reflect favorably. 
The COS3/21> dependence observed at 68 cm and 23 cm 
has not been satisfactorily explained at the present 
time. Evans and Pettengill [1963c] supposed that it 
might represent a combination of Lommel-Seeliger 
and Lambert scattering. They termed this component 
of the echo power "diffuse" to distinguish it from that 
observed for 1> < 45° where the angular dependence is 
steep. 

When the diffuse components of the echo power 
obeying the COS3/2 1> or cos 1> laws have been subtracted 
from the total, the remainder represents the power 
attributable to the central portions of the lunar surface. 
The marked dependence of this component upon the 
angle of incidence and reflection 1> caused Evans 
[1957, 1962a; Pettengill, 1960; Pettengill and Henry, 
1962a] to describe it as a "specular" component. This 
term has given rise to some confusion, and as it was 
not intended to convey that the Moon is perfectly 
smooth, we shall here use the term "quasi-specular." 
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FI GU RE 15. The average power P(q,) plotted as afunction of log cos 
q, for observations at 3.6·crn wavelength with 30-fJ,sec pulses. 

The observations of the orthogonal component D(t) 
unfortunately have only been conducted at a wave­
length of 68 cm at the present time. They do, how­
ever, strengthen the case for treating the polarized 
return as the superposition of two components, as 
approximately one-third of the "diffuse" echo power 
is observed when the depolarized component is ex­
amined. This seems to support the view that the 
"diffuse" component is due to scattering from compo­
nents of the surface structure which are small-scale 
elements of a whole distribution of structure sizes 
[Evans and Pettengill, 1963c; Fung and Moore, 1964]. 
It seems probable that this structure can be identified 
with the numerous small craters that are found on the 
surface of the Moon and whose number increases 
rapidly with diminishing size.4 

The quasi-specular component at 68-cm wavelength 
was observed by Pettengill and Henry [1962a] to obey 
a law of the form 

P(1)F exp (- 10.5 sin 1», (19) 

and a similar de pe ndence was obtained by Hughes 
[1961]. However , Evans and Pettengill [1963c] 
showed that the law observed for the quasi-specular 

~ See not e added in proof. 
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component at 68 cm changes with pulse length as 

65-p,sec pulses P(¢) 0: exp (-10.5 sin ¢) 
7S < ¢ < 60° (19) 

30-p,sec pulses ?(¢) 0: exp (-12 .5 sin ¢) 
5° < ¢ < 12° (20) 

12-p,sec pulses ?(¢) 0: exp (- 15.3 sin ¢) 
3° < ¢ < 9°. (21) 

As the pulse is shortened, the exponent increases and 
the range of angles over which the law holds decreases. 
Thus, Evans and Pettengill [1963c] concluded that a 
law of this form had no general validity, and instead 
proposed a law of the form 

(22) 

where b is a constant. However, a recomputation of 
the power in the quasi-specular component (shown in 
fig. 16) indicates that this law also is a poor fit. A 
good fit to the experimental results can be obtained 
from a theoretical treatment of the scattering from a 
rough surface as described in the next section. As 
yet, no very simple empirical law has been found which 
by adjusting only one parameter can be made to fit 
the quasi-specular component at all wavelengths. 

5. The Scattering Behavior of an Irregular 
Surface 

We have seen from the results prese nted in the two 
previous sections that the way in which the Moon 
scatters radio waves is distinctly different from the 
manner in which it reflects light. For wavelengths 
of 1 m or longer, the Moon appears to be a very limb 
dark reflector whereas optically it is almost uniformly 
bright [Markov, 1948J. One may conclude, therefore, 
that on a scale of 1 m the Moon is much smoother than 
on a scale of a few microns. The extent to which it 
is possible to deduce the statistical properties of the 
lunar surface from these results can only be reviewed 
briefly here. 

The simplest type of theory is one involving geo­
metric optics and has been adopted by a number of 
authors [Brown, 1960; Muhleman, 1964; Rea, Hether­
ington, and Mifflin, 1964]. This has the virtue of avoid­
ing a ditticulty encountered in the other treat me nts, 
namely, that the reflection coefficient will be a function 
of the angle of incidence and reflection . This dif­
ficulty has caused several authors to treat the Moon 
as an irregular perfectly conducting sphere - which is 
clearly not the case. In the geometric-optics approach 
only surfaces normal to the line of sight scatter back 
favorably, and their reflection coefficient is simply 
the Fresnel reflection coefficient for normal incidence 
po. This approach can be outlined as follows. We 
pass a vertical plane through the surface and examine 
the distribution of the slopes in this plane. If the 
probability of finding an elemental length dS (measured 

0 

QUASI- SPECULAR COMPONENT 
-2 

-4 

-6 

;0 
-8 ~ 

0:: 
W 

~ -10 
0.. 
0 

0-12 
w 
w 
> 
>= -14 
<l 
..J 
W 
0:: -16 

- 18 

-20 

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 08 1.0 
o (radian ) 

FIGURE 16. The quasi-s/Jecular comfJonent of lunar echoes at 
3.6- and 68-cm wavelength . 

Thes~ curves we re obtaine d from the n:sllii s 81111 wn if fij.!u rcs 14 and 15 aft e r S Ublra<: lin~ 
th e c ompone nt o[ po wer wili l: h conforms til the s tra i~h l lincs in those plol s . The quasi. 
spec ular compone nt is be lieved In be attributabl e 10 the re fl ections from the larJ.!e-scal e. 
s l11onlh. undu la1inl! part s orthe s urface. 

along the mean surface and not the actual surface) 
associated with a slope in the range ¢ to ¢ + d¢ be­
tween the actual surface and the mean is f( ¢)d¢ , then 
the angular power spectrum P(¢)d¢ is given in 

P(¢)d¢ aJ(¢)d¢dS. 
cos ¢ 

(23) 

It follows that the distribution of surface slopesf(¢) d¢ 
and the mean slope cp can be obtained directly from 
the radar measurements of the angular power spectrum 
15(¢) (sec. 6). One would expect a law of the form (23) 
to describe only the scattering from the large smooth 
elements of the surface which give rise to the quasi­
specular component of the echo (fig. 16). This follows 
because a geometric-optics treatment is applicable 
only to the extent that the surface can be regarded 
as gently undulating, and makes no allowance for 
small-scale structure (which would cause diffraction) 
and shadowing effects. It is clear from the wave­
length dependence of the scattering (sec. 3) that the 
Moon's surface does have a considerable amount of 
structure with dimensions comparable to the wave­
length, and it follows that this must become increas­
ingly important as ¢ ~ 90°. 
. Other workers have chosen to treat the sur­
face as being perfectly conducting, smooth and 
undulating, and causing no shadowing. The require­
ment that the surface be smooth is here intended to 
mean that it contain no structural components having 
horizontal and vertical dimensions comparable with 
the wavelength, since the boundary conditions are 
established locally by means of Fresnel's reflection 
formulae. It is next commonly assumed [e.g., Har­
greaves, 1959; Daniels, 1961; Hagfors, 1961 ; Winter, 
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1962] that the departure of the true surface from the 
mean follows a Gaussian probability distribution. 
That is, the chance of finding a given point to be at a 
height h above the mean surface is proportional to 
exp [- i(h/ hO)2] where ho is the rms height variation. 
Other forms of height distribution [Bramley, 1962] have 
been used , but the theory should not be very sensitive 
to this function provided ho> > A [Hargreaves, 1959; 
Daniels, 1961, 1962]. This follows because the phase 
variation in the refl ected wave front will be many times 
27T rad when ho > > A and it becomes impossible to 
determine ho from the observations. Having described 
the vertical behavior of the surface, it remains only to 
describe its horizontal structure. This is done by 
means of an autocorrelation function p(d) where 

(d) = h(x) h(x + d) 
p (h~)' (24) 

in which h(x) is the height of the surface at a point 
x and h (x + d) at a dis tance d away. The case where 
p(d) is another Gaussian function , 

p(d) (X exp [ -4 (1fl (25) 

in which do is the horizontal scale size, has been treated 
by Hargreaves [1 959] and Hagfors [1961]. If the sur­
face be considered plane and extending in one direction 
only, then each point on the surface introduces a phase 
change in the refl ected wave of (47Th/A) cos cf> radians. 
These phase fluc tuations are said to be shallow if the 
rms phase fluctuation ,0 = (47Tho/A) cos cf> is less than 1 
rad, and in this case the autocorrelation function de­
scribing the variation of radio phase with distance d 
over the surface will be the same as p(d). If, on the 
other hand, ho > > A, the rms phase fluctuation ,0 
becomes greater than 1 rad and the correlation dis­
tance in the re fl ected phase front will fall from do to 
do/D (since 0, 27T, 47T , ... radians are indistinguish­
able) . At a large dis tance from the surface, the initial 
phase variations become modified due to the overlap­
ping of many rays, and amplitude fluctuations appear. 
An rms phase fluctuation ,01''';2: is then observed 
[Bowhill, 1957]. 

The angular power spectrum a(cf» is given by the 
Fourier transform of the autocorrelation function 
describing the refl ec ted phase front immediately after 
reflection, and can be written 

(26) 

where cf>o = A/27Tdo for ho < < A and cf>o = ho/do when 
'11. « ho. It follows that where the wavelength is 
much larger than the verti cal extent of the height 
fluctuations, the value of cf>o yields directly the hori­
zontal scale of the stru cture. When ,0 ~ 1 rad, cf>o 
yields only the ratio ho/do- Since ho/do is the mean 
surface gradient, thi s means that only the rms surface 
slope can be determined, but not the actual horizontal 
or vertical scale sizes. If observations could be made 
as the wavelength was increased , eventually (when 

A > ho) it would be possible to determine do. How­
ever, in the case of the Moon this would require low­
frequency radio waves which could not propagate 
through the earth's ionosphere. Daniels [1961, 1962] 
has discussed at length this limitation in radar observa­
tions and shown that one cannot obtain information 
on the rms height fluctuation when this is many times 
the wavelength in size. It is also clear that small­
scale height fluctuations :s;; A/8 will introduce only 
small phase changes in the refl ected phase front and 
will be unimportant. Thus radar observations may be 
regarded as being sensitive to structure in the range 
'11./8 to about 100 or so wavelengths . Only by repeating 
the observations over a wide range of wavelengths 
can the true nature of the surface be determined. 

Other forms than Gaussian for the autocorrelation 
function p(d) have been explored. These include 
exponential, 

p(d) (X exp (- did' ) (27) 

[Daniels, 1961 ; Hayre and Moore, 1961 ; Hughes, 
1962a, b], which closely approximates many terrestrial 
surfaces. Fung and Moore [1964] and Beckmann 
[1964a, b] have employed a sum of such terms. 

When allowance is made for the curvature of the 
Moon's surface , and the physically most plausible 
series of approximations for the terms in the expression 
for the reflected field (Huygen's integral) are made, the 
following results are obtained [Hagfors, 1964]: 

Gaussian p(d) (X exp [-4 (1YJ (25) 

(28) 

where cf>o = ho/do 

Exponential p(d) (X exp (- did' ) (27) 

{ I }3/2 a( ) (X 

cf> cos4 cf> + C sin2 cf> 
(29) 

where C= [d'A/47ThnF. 

Hagfors [1965] has shown that if the statistics of the 
surface slopes are made the same, then the geometric­
optics approach outlined earlier can be made to yield 
precisely these same results . Hence, the two ap­
proaches are equivalent. 

If one reexpresses (29) for the case where cf> is small , 
a simpler expression can be obtained, 

{ I }3/2 a(cf» (X • 

1 + (C-2)cf>2 - (C-5) cf>4 
3 

(30) 

The experimental results for the quasi-specular 
component observed at 68- and 3.6-cm wavelength 
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FIGURE 17. The values obtained for the echo intensity at 68 cm 
using 12-/LSec pulses (after the cos cf> and COS'/2 cf> components 
shown in figure 14 have been removed) compared with the theoret i­
cal laws for the angular dependence of the reflec ted power. 

are compared with the closest-fitting curves cor­
responding to the laws expressed in (28) and (30) in 
figures 17 and 18. At both wavelengths the expo­
nential result, (30), provides a much better fit to the 
measurements than the Gaussian model for the surface 
autocorrelation function_ 

In the exponential model the constant C in (30) 
contains the wavelength A_ Thus we would expect C 
to vary as ,,2, yet this does not appear to occur. We 
must conclude that, though the model employing the 
exponential autocorrelation function to describe sur­
face roughness appears to provide a better fit at both 
wavelengths, it is not characterized by the same value 
of d'. Presumably the change in wavelength makes 
the reflection properties of the surface dependent on a 
different range of structure sizes. Some authors 
[Muhleman, 1964; Fung and Moore , 1964; and Beck­
mann, 1964a, b] have not distinguished between the 
diffuse and quasi-specular scattering, and have at­
tempted to fit their theoretical results to the whole 
curve for P(cp). In some cases they have been sur­
prisingly successful and have argued that this demon­
strates that the distinction between the two regimes 
is artificial. Unfortunately, each author has com­
menced by assuming that the surface is locally smooth 
and no theory has properly attempted to account for 
small-scale structure, diffraction, and shadowing 
effects. These must be important as cp ~ 90° and it 
seems a doubtful procedure to conclude that the theory 
is adequate, simply because it can be made to match 
the results by empirically adjusting two or more 
constants. 
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FIGURE 18. The values obtained for the echo intensity at 3_6 cm 
(after the cos cf> component shown in figure 15 has been removed) 
compared with the best-fitt ing curves for the theoretical laws pre­
dicted for a sw/ace having a lateral correlation of surface heights 
that is a Gaussian or exponential. 

At the present time, experimental approaches are 
being employed in some laboratories to gain a better 
knowledge of the relation between the statistical 
properties of a surface and its scattering behavior. 
In this work a surface is modeled (usually in sand) 
over a large area of floor space and the scattering 
properties explored at millimeter wavelengths. 

On a somewhat larger scale , observations of the 
scattering behavior of the Earth's surface conducted 
using airborne radar equipment can assist in inter­
preting the lunar echoes. We note that these air­
borne studies indicate that marked " quasi-specular" 
behavior is encountered only over deserts or moder­
ately calm sea [Grant and Yaplee, 1957; Edison, Moore , 
and Warner, 1959]. 

6. Surface Slopes 

From the 68-cm results presented in section 3, 
different workers have derived values for the average 
surface slope in the range 5° and 15°. In part this 
wide scatter of values re flects differing interpretations 
of the results. For examEle, Muhleman [1964] has 
averaged over the whole peep) curve whereas Evans 
and Pettengill [1963c], Rea, Hetherington , and Mifflin 
[1964], and Daniels [1963b] have attempted to subtract 
out the diffuse component of the echo power before 
computing the slope. Differences also have arise n 
because most authors weight the values for the slope 
by the amount of area projected on to the mean surface 
associated with that slope; yet others, e.g., Rea, 
Hetherington, and Mifflin [1964] weight by the actual 
amount of area at each slope. The first method is in 
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TABLE 3. Values for the rms or average slope of the undulating part of th e lunar sUI/ace derived by different authors 
from radar reflection measurements in the wavelength range 3 m to 10 cm 

Meter wave Wave· 
Author valu es for the le ngth Comments 

average s lope 

Hargreaves [1959] 6° 2.S III RMS va lue obtai ned by "Causs ian" fit to data pub li s hed by Evans 119571. 
RMS va lue obtained by " Gau ss ian " fit to the data publis hed by Evans e l ai. , [19591. Hagfors [ 1961J 4° 3 In 

3° 68 em RMS value obtained by " Gaussian" fit to the data published by Hey and Hughes 11959]. 
Da nie ls [1961 [ 8- 12° 68 em Average value ob tained by "exponential" fit 10 dala pub li s hed by Pelle ngill1l9601. 
Danie ls [ 1963. [ 14° 70 em Average value obtained by "exponential" fit to data of .I. V. Evans (priVtlle co mmun ication). 
Da niels [ 1963 b[ 6. 5° 70 em Average value after correcting result s of Danie ls [1963a] for the diffuse compo nenl. 
Hey a nd Hu ghes [ 1959J 3° 10 em RMS va lue ob tained by "Gaussian" fit to own data. 
Evans and Pe tte ngill [ 1963cl 4.5° 68 cm RMS value obtained by "Gaussian" fil to own data. 

5° 68 em Average value obtained by "exponential" fit to own data. 
Muhleman [19641 8° 68 em RMS value obtained by "Gaussian" fil to res ult s of Pettengill f1960j. Inc ludes diffu se component . 

r 68 cm Average value obtained by "exponential" fit to res ults of Pe ttengill [19601. 
Rea 0 1 al .. [ J964[ 11 ° 68 em Average value obtained for result s of Evans and Pettengill [1963eJ when diffuse power subtracted .... 

15° 68 em RMS value ob tained for result s of Evans and Pettengilll1963cl when diffuse power suhtracted .... 

*Here the s lope has been defined somewhat differen tly-see the text. 

effect a value for the slope that would be deduced 
by repeatedly dropping down onto the Moon, and the 
second after walking over the surface and measuring 
the slopes . 

Table 3 lists some of the valu es for the rms or 
average slope of the lunar surface that have appeared 
in the literature. They refer to measurements made 
in the wavelength range 3 m to 10 cm and hence are 
roughly comparable. It seems that with the possible 
exception of the results published by Rea, Hethering­
ton, and Mifflin [1964], none of the values in table 3 
are close to the value that would be encountered by a 
landing vehicle_ This follows because most authors 
have computed the average of the slopes enco untered 
when passing a vertical plane through the surface. 
Thus, jn the geometric-optics approach, the mean 
slope ef> has been taken as 

_ J <I> ef>f(ef»clef> 
¢="-';;---L f(ef»clef> 

L ef>P(ef» cos ef>cl¢ 

L P(¢) cos ef>clef> ' 

(31) 

which follows directly from (23). However, the slope 
encountered in any plane cut through the surface is 
not necessarily the steepest gradient [or that facet, 
and to obtain the true mean slope encountered by a 
landing vehicle, one must pass the vertical plane 
through the surface at all possible azimuth angles. 
That is, the most meaningful value for (j) is given in 

L ef>fi¢) sin¢ clef> _ L ef>P(ef» cos ¢ sinef> clef> 

J <I>fi¢) sinef> clef> - J<I> P(ef» cosef> sinef> clef> 
(32) 

_ As stated earlier, it is our view that the function 
P(ef» employed in (23) should not be the whole c urve 
but one corrected for the presence of the diffuse 
component (e.g., the curves shown in fig. 16). 

Essentially the same difficulty in defining what is 
meant by the mean slope has arisen when an auto­
correlation function has been used to describe the 
surface. Thus in the Gaussian case the ratio ho/do 

is the rms slope only when the distribution is examined 
in a single vertical plane, and when all such tlianes 
are averaged, the rms slope is found to be V2ho/clo 
[Hagfors , 1965J. In the case of the exponential auto­
correlation function , the relation between the constant 
C which appears in (30) and the mean slope has been 
shown by Hagfors [1965] to be 

-- 1 C- 4 
tan ef> = ,~. , r;:;;- . loge 4 C. (33) 

2vC C- vC-2 

Equation (33) holds only for large values of C 
( > 100) and Hagfors [1965] conc urs with the vi e w of 
Rea , Hetherington , and Mifflin [1964] that to char­
acterize the slopes by a single number is almost 
certainly misl.!:;ading. The most meaningful statement 
is a c urve of P(ef» cos¢ which may be taken as the prob­
ability distributiQp encountered in a s ingle plane. 
The results for P(¢) shown in figure 16 have been 
~mployed in (32) to yield values for the mean slope 
ef> by num~ical integratio'!, The results are at A. 
=68 cm, ef>=1O.2°, and ef> = 14.8° at A.=3.6 cm. 
These value~ are probably overestimates since the 
behavior of P(ef» for ef> < 2.5° has not properly been 
explored due to the finite width of the pulse. The 
mean slope is evidently a function of wavelength, and 
this reflects the fact that each wavelength acts as a 
filt~r and is sensitive only to a given range of structure 
sizes. It seems probable that the slope obtained by 
the procedure outlined here will be determined prin­
cipally by elements of the surface of the order of 10 A. 
across. Thus the average slope observed at 68 cm 
(10.2°) seems the appropriate value to employ, for 
example, for the design of a lunar landing craft. 

7 _ The Dielectric Constant k 
In section 2 we introduced two generalized radar 

equations for an irregular sphere, 

(8) 

and 

(10) 
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We have seen from the foregoing results that the 
Moon appears to scatter in part as a smooth undulating 
sphere and in part as a collection of small-scale , almost 
isotropic, scatterers. At 68-cm wavelength the ratio 
of the powers due to these two parts is 4: 1. In 
attempting to derive a value for the dielectric constant 
k, Evans and Pettengill [1963c] supposed that a frac­
tion X of the actual surface area could be associated 
with the diffuse component, and further that these 
scatterers obeyed the Lambert law, (14), for which the 
gain Gm =8/3 [Grieg, Metzger, and Waer, 1948]. The 
remainder of the surface they took to be smooth and 
undulating and assumed it to have a directivity factor 
g~ 1.0. Hagfors [1964] has since shown thatg= 1 + 0'2 

for the smooth part of the surface where 0' = ho/rk 
for a Guassian surface (25) and hence is related to the 
rms slope (sec. 6). Since 0' ~ 0.1 at A = 68 cm, it 
follows that g~ 1.0, and the assumption g= 1.0 made 
by Evans and Pettengill [1963c] is not a bad one. The 
total cross section (T was thus obtained as the sum of 
two parts, the smoother being obtained from (8) and 
the rough from (10), 

(T=[(l-X)po+~Xp] 1Ta2 • (34) 

With no real justification, Evans and Pettengill [1963c] 
equated p to po, since otherwise (34) cannot be solved. 
The error introduced into the value for the dielectric 
constant k is likely to be small because the second 
term in (34) has a value of only 1/4 of the first. How­
ever, the value for X (which is found to be 8 percent) 
might be somewhat in error. At all events the cross 
section was then written 

(T=[(l-X)+~X] po1Ta2 =0.0741Ta2 • (35) 

From this po was found to be 0.065, and this led to a 
dielectric constant k=2.79. Evans and Hagfors [1964] 
applied these arguments to the observations conducted 
at 3.6 cm and 8.6 mm to obtain the results shown in 
table 4. 

TABLE 4. Values for the reflec­
tion coefficient at normal inci­
dence po and dielectric constant 
k deduced by Evans and Hagfors 
[1964] 

Wave- Power in 
le ngth the diffuse X p" k 

component 

em % % 
68 20 8 0.065 2.79 

3.6 30 14 .060 2.72 
0.86 85 68 .035 2.1 3 

We have remarked that, provided the amount of 
power in the diffuse component remains small, this 
series of approximations probably does not introduce 
serious error in the value for k, although the percentage 
area of the surface X that is rough may be in error. 
When the largest part of the power appears in the 
diffuse component (e.g., at 0.86 cm) it is doubtful that 
(35) has much validity. Hence, little significance 
s~ould be attached to the apparent wavelength depend-

ence in k shown in table 4. If the wavelength depend­
ence could be shown to be real, it might result either 
as a consequence of a finite conductivity s in the medi­
um [see (6)] , or the surface may be inhomogeneous 
and have density variations with depth. 

A somewhat more rigorous approach to the problem 
of dealing with the smooth and rough portions of the 
surface has been published by Rea, Hetherington, 
and Mifflin [1964]. In this approach the Moon is 
assumed to be covered with equal-sized flat facets 
having a distribution of slopes j{¢)_ The cross sec­
tion can then be computed and the directivity g is 
found to be simply the ratio of the actual area to the 

projected area (i.e., 21T Jo7T/2/(¢) sin ¢ d¢). In order 

to obtain .1(1;), Rea, Hetherington, and Mifflin [1964] 
~btracted from the observed echo power fun£.tion 
P(1;) the power in the orthogonal component D(¢). 
In this way they sought to remove the influence of the 
small-scale roughness in determining I(¢). Since it 
is not clear what fraction of the incident energy one 
might expect to appear in the depolarized component, 
several possibilities were tried, namely: 

Case 1, .1(1;) ex: 15(¢) _ 
Case 2, f(1;) ex: PJ¢) - D11;) 
Case 3, 1(1;) ex: /:..<¢) - 212'<1;) 
Case 4, 1(1;) ex: P(¢) - 3D(1;). 

If we assume that at the limb only small-scale ele­
ments contribute to the scattering, then we might 
expect Case 4 to be closest the truth. This follows 
from the results of section 3 which showed that the 
ratio of ?(cf» to D(cf» at the limb is approximately 3: 1. 
Rea, Hetherington, and Mifflin [1964] concluded that 
the actual case lay between 3 and 4 by a similar 
process of reasoning. The fraction of the total power 
remaining for Case 4 was found to be 0.85, and the 
directivity factor g determined by graphical integra­
tion was 1.11. By assuming a total cross section 
(T= 0.074 1Ta2 , the corresponding reflection coefficient 
po was found to be 0.057, leading to a dielectric con­
stant k= 2.6. Since the depolarized component D(cf» 
has only been determined at 68 cm, this interesting 
approach cannot yet be applied to the measurements 
at other wavelengths. 

The low value of the dielectric constant observed 
here is in fact somewhat larger than most values 
inferred from passive radio observations. Russian 
workers [Troitsky, 1962; Salomonovich and Losovsky, 
1962; Soboleva, 1962; and Krotikov and Troitsky, 
1962] arrive at values less than 2 and often of about 
1. 7 ± 0.2. The most recent value reported by American 
observers [Heiles and Drake, 1963J was 2.1 ± 0.2. 

Recently, Hagfors et al. [1965)5 have carried out an 
experiment which appears to resolve the descrepancy. 
It appears that the lunar surface is inhomogeneous and 
that the radiometer value k = 1. 7 applies to the upper­
most layer. 6 

5 Hagfors, '1'. , R. A. Broc kclman, H. H. Danforth, L. B. Hanson, and C. M. Hyde (1965), 
Tenuous surface layer on the moon. Evidence derived from radar observations, Science 
(in press). 

6 This expe rime nt is di sc ussed further in the note added in proof. 
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This value is so low in comparison with most of 
the values for terrestrial rocks listed in table 2 that 
we are forced to conclude that the material is extremely 
porous. 

8. The Facking Factor of the Lunar Material 

r 

Some constraints can be placed on the packing factor 
Wo which describ es the fraction of the volume occupied 
by the material. If Wo is small, then it seems that an 
expression developed by Twersky [1962] which relates 
the observed dielectric constant kObS to that of the 
material in bulk should apply. If the surface is 
assumed to consist of grains of pure dielectric material 
whose size is small co mpared with the wavelength, 
and which are well separated so that they can act 
as independent dipoles, the observed dielectric con· 
stant will be 

3E 
kobS = 1 + 1- E where E 

Work - 1) 
k+2 (36) 

in which k is the dielectric constant of the material 
in bulk. Whe re Wo is large and the surface can more 
properly be modeled as a continuous dielectric with 
small, well-separated cavities embedded in it (which 
now act as the scatterers), the n a formula developed 
by Odelevskii and Levin [see Krotikov and Troitsky, 
1962] should apply: 

ko",~ k{l 3(1- W o) 1 
2:~11 + (1- W o) 

(37) 

The two formulae can be shown to be equivalent 
by regarding the holes in the second model as vacuum 
spheres suspended in a dielectri c and using (36) to 
recover (37). In figure 19 we have plotted kObS 

versus Wo as obtained from both equations for quartz 
(k = 4.0). Also shown are some experimental results 
obtained by Brunschwig et aI., [1960] for dry terrestrial 
sand. It appears from this comparison that (37) 
provides a much closer fit to the experimental results. 
It is evident from figure 19 that the value k = 1. 7 ob­
served for the topmost layer corresponds to a packing 
factor Wo=0.30. Since quartz has a rather low value 
at k (see table 2) this may perhaps be taken as an upper 
limit to Wo for the topmost surface. A lower limit 
may be obtained by taking k = 20 whence Wo is about 
0.10. 

9. Coherent-Pulse Radar Observations 

When a radar system is so designed that the trans­
mitter and receiver frequencies are determined by 

, very stable oscillators (preferably the same one), it 
becomes possible to derive spectral information from 
the phase of the signal. This is achieved by replacing 
the normal rectifier at the output of the receiver by 
two phase detectors which mix the incoming signals 
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at a radial frequency near w rad/sec with sin wt and 
cos wt, respec tively. The outputs of these two detec· 
tors are the sine and cosine components of the signal. 

For CW radar observations, the amplitude of the sine 
and cosine components of the signal can be determined 
at intervals by means of two sampling voltmeters. 
The sampling may be thought of as resembling the 
lines ruled on a spectrum grating. The longer the 
train of samples (number of lines), the greater will 
be the resolution obtained. Thus, if samples are 
taken over a period of 10 sec, a spectral resolution of 
1/10 cIs can be achieved. The spacing of the samples 
(1/Is) determines the spacing of the "orders" in the 
spectrum. Thus, if no orders are to overlap, it is 
required that Is ~ fmax where fmax is the frequency 
difference between the lowest and highest frequency 
components in the signal. The power spec trum 
P(f) in figure 5 shows the Doppler broadening of radar 
signals at 440 Mc/s determined by this technique. 

For pulse observations it becomes possible to obtain 
simultaneously range and frequency resolution by 
phase coherent observations. This technique was 
first exploited by Pettengill [1960] and Pettengill and 
Henry [1962b]. When pulse observations are made, 
the sample frequency Is automatically becomes the 
same as the pulse-repetition frequency. Thus the 
pulse-repetition frequency must be made higher than 
the spectral width of the signals. As the radar-wave 
frequency is increased, this eventually will lead to a 
situation where the interpulse period T becomes 
shorter than the radar depth of the target. In the case 
of the Moon, the interpulse period T must be greater 
than 11.6 msec. The Doppler width of the spectrum 
for a wave frequency of 100 Mc/s is rarely larger than 
2 cIs so that difficulties are not usually encountered 
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at frequencies of less than 5,000 Mc/s, provided that 
the gross Doppler shift is properly compensated. 

Figure 4 shows that when Doppler and range resolu· 
tion are combined, it is possible to isolate localized 
regions of the lunar surface. If the antenna beam· 
width is large with respect to the Moon, there will 
always be two such regions for given range and Doppler 
coordinates (except along the apparent equator). In 
the earliest work reported by Pettengill [1960] a 
Doppler resolution of l/lOth of a cycle was achieved 
from observations lasting 10 sec, and as such, each cell 
in the range-Doppler grid was effectively sampled only 
once. That is, the rms scatter in intensity was equal 
to the mean. By repeating the observations and 
superimposing 20 images, Pettengill and Henry [1962b] 
were able to reduce the rms fluctuation (to a factor of 
2/9 the mean power). These workers also made 
measurements on the orthogonal component of the 
signal D(T), (fig. 12) where the dynamic range encoun­
tered is much less. During the course of one after­
noon's observations, Pettengill and Henry [1962b] 
observed a strong echo in both the expected and or­
thogonal component of the signals at a delay of about 
2.85 msec (fig. 20) which had an intensity of about 
7 to 8 times the mean at that range. They were able 
to resolve the ambiguity in the position of this scatterer 
by observing its change in Doppler frequency with 
respect to the center with time (as a consequence of 
the projection of the Moon's axis of libration changing 
with time). The discrete scatterer proved to be the 
crater Tycho. 

In many respects Tycho is well placed to be detected 
in observations such as these. It is at a range where 
the "quasi-specular" component contributes little 
to the echo, and is not near the edge of the spectrum 
where the resolution becomes poor due to the increased 
area in each cell (fig. 4). If Tycho were nearer the 
center of the Moon, it is doubtful if the range resolu­
tion afforded by the 0.5·msec pulses employed by 
Pettengill and Henry [1962a] would have been adequate 
to resolve it. These considerations partly account for 
why only Tycho was identified as an anomalous scat­
terer in this early work. 

In view of the fact that the cells in Pettengill and 
Henry's "map" were of comparable size to the area 
occupied by Tycho, it is probable that the crater is 
actually about 10 times a better reflector than an equal 
area in its environs. This remarkable result is made 
all the more remarkable by the fact that it is equally 
bright with respect to its surroundings for the polarized 
and depolarized signals. This latter observation pre­
cludes any explanation based upon large flat facets 
normal to the line of sight in the vicinity of Tycho, 
since these would not be expected to depolarize. 

If the surface material in the vicinity of Tycho were 
solid rock, exposed perhaps because there have been 
no subsequent impacts which could have covered it 
with rubble, or because any natural erosion processes 
have not been operating for a comparable length of 
time as elsewhere on the surface, then part of the 
anomaly can be accounted for by the increased re­
flection coefficient. It also seems reasonable to 

believe that the extreme roughness associated with 
fracturing (brecciation) caused by the original meteoric 
impact is still preserved and visible to the radar. 
(A thin layer of material overlying the rock could 
account for the optical behavior without influencing 
the radar scattering.) Thus the enhanced reflectivity 
may be explained as a combination of denser and ", 
rougher material in and around the crater as compared I 

to the older unperturbed surroundings. Since only 
~ 8 percent of the surface is thought to be rough ! 
(sec. 7) at this frequency, a lO-fold increase in re- '\ 
flectivity can just be obtained by assuming a localized i 
region which is nearly a perfect Lambert scatterer. If, 
in addition, it is assumed that the surface reflection 
coefficient is higher (due to the increased density), 
then proportionally les s roughness need be involved. I 

Shorthill [1962] has observed that virtually all the 
rayed craters have anomalous thermal properties at 
infrared. During eclipses or the waning cycle of the 
Moon, they cool less rapidly than their surroundings. 
The reverse is true during the waxing phase. This 
behavior can be attributed to the absence in these 
recent craters of an appreciable dust layer which over­
lies most of the remainder of the surface. The extent 
to which this effect is observed seems to bear a i 

direct relation with the estimated age of the craters 
concerned (Tycho being the most conspicuous ex­
ample). It is tempting to suppose that these same 
craters are also anomalous radar reflectors. Work 
presently underway to test this hypothesis, at the I 

Arecibo Ionospheric Observatory, has shown that most 
of the rayed craters are indeed anomalously bright 
scatterers [Pettengill, private communication]. 
In this work unambiguous maps of regions of the lunar 
surface are obtained by using a pencil beam which 
discriminates against one of the pair of cells having 
the same range and Doppler coordinates. 

The extraordinary reflectivity of these objects com- I 

pared to their surroundings supports the view advanced 
earlier that most of the surface must be relatively 
smooth and covered to a very considerable depth 
(perhaps meters) with material that is broken and 
porous and no more dense than sand. 

10. Summary 

10.1. Distance Measurements l' 
Accurate range meas urements have been reported I 

only by the group working at the Naval Research Labo- I 

ratory [Yaplee et aI., 1959]. Their most recent value ~f 
for the mean center·to-center distance between the I 
Earth and the Moon is 384,400.2 ± 1.1 km and is based I 
upon a value for the Earth's radius of 6,378,170 m i 
which seemed most consistent with the observed di- . 
urnal variation in range. 

10.2. Cross-Section Measurements 

The absolute cross section of the Moon has been 
determined over a wide range of wavelengths to a 
precision in most cases of ± 3 dB. Unfortunately, 

I 
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this uncertainty is too large to permit any certain 
conclusions to be drawn concerning the wavelength 
dependence in the cross section. The observations 
suggest that the cross section re mains constant at 
about 7 percent of the projected area of the Moon's 
di sk at wavelengths in the range 1 cm to 1 m, and per­
haps rises to 10 percent or higher a t wavele ngths in 

- the range 1- 10 m_ It is possible that the wavelength 
indepe ndence in the range 1- 100 em ari ses as a con­
sequence of two opposing effec ts_ If the surface is 
broken and porous and has an average density that 
increases with dep th , then the fi eld penetration will 
be greatest a t long wavelengths . At short wave­
lengths the waves penetrate only a short dis tance and 

- encounter a low reflection coefficient- However, the 
backscatter gain is high because the surface is rough. 
As the wavelength is increased Gill decreases, but this 
is offset by an increase in the re fl ec tion coefficient p. 
Eventually (at about I-m wavele ngth) the rough ele-

ments on the surface contribute little to the total power , 
and hence the gain re mains cons tant for all longer 
wavelengths.1 

10.3. Angular Scattering Observations 

Short-pulse observations can be used to explore 
the angular dependence in the scattering of radio 
waves by the lunar surface. Useful meas ureme nts 
have been made at wavelengths of 1130, 68, 23, 10 and 
3.6 cm. The angular dependence has also been inves­
tigated at 8.6 mm , though here the angular resolution 
afforded by a narrow pencil-beam antenna was e m­
ployed. At all six wavelengths, it appears that part 
of the echo arises fro m a highli ght located at the center 
of the Moon's vis ible di sk. A second co mponent 

7 See note added in proof. 
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comes almost equally from the remaining parts of the 
surface. The division of power in the two components 
changes markedly as the wavelength is reduced. At 
68 cm wavelength, 80 percent of the power is returned 
from the highlight, but at 8.6 mm only 15 percent can 
be associated with this component. The angular 
power spectrum P(</» observed for the power from the 
highlight also changes with wavelength indicating that 
the rms slope of the surface increases as the wave­
length is reduced. 

These observations have been interpreted as indi­
cating that there is a wide range of structure sizes on 
the Moon. Also, it appears that as the scale size is 
reduced, the amount observable structure increases. 
Daniels [1961] has likened this to the appearance of 
electrical noise which has been passed through a low­
pass filter having an exponential characteristic. On 
top of the long-wave undulations are smaller·scale 
fluctuations, and overlying these are yet others of 
smaller scale, and so on. At 68·cm wavelength, only 
about 8 percent of the surface appears to be covered 
with structure of the order of the wavelength in size; 
the remainder appears largely smooth and undulating 
with average slopes of the order of 1 in 6. At 3.6 cm 
approximately 14 percent of the surface appears rough, 
yet at 8.6 mm, perhaps 70 percent appears to be 
covered with structure comparable to the wavelength 
in size. These numbers are less reliable than the 
corresponding value at 68 cm, but if taken at face 
value suggest a remarkable increase in rough structure 
as one approaches l·cm wavelength. That is, there 
must be a large amount of structure with a scale size 
of the order of 0.5 mm or 0.25 mm. It may be signifi­
cant that this is about the value of the depth of the dust 
layer required to explain the infrared eclipse measure­
ments [Pettit, 1961]. 

lOA. Dielectric Constant 

The cross·section measurements yield the product of 
the reflection coefficient Po and the backscatter gain 
of the surface g. Hagfors [1964] has shown that for 
a smooth undulating surface where the rms slope 
V20' is small and no shadowing takes place, g has a 
value of the order of 1 + 0'2. The gain, g, to be 
associated with the diffuse component is less easily 
arrived at. For the want of a better approach, Evans 
and Pettengill [1963cl assumed that Po in (8) is the 
same as f5 in (10) for the diffuse component, and hence 
were able to attribute to the diffuse component the 
known gain of a Lambert sphere (8/3). On this basis, 
it has been possible to derive a reflection coefficient 
p which varies from 0.065 at A = 68 cm to 0.035 at 
A = 8.6 mm. The corresponding values of dielectric 
constant range from k = 2.79 down to k = 2.13. In 
view of the greater experimental difficulties together 
with the doubtful validity of the assumptions at 8.6·mm 
wavelength, this apparent wavelength dependence 
should be accepted with caution. If real, it may be 
caused by the finite conductivity of the material [i.e., 
s oF 0 in (6)] or by inhomogeneity in the surface layers­
the density perhaps increasing with depth. These 

values are larger than the values obtained radiometri­
cally and this appears to be caused by the fact that 
part of the signal is neglected from the uppermost 
interface and part from the material. The packing 
factor for the uppermost material is extremely small 
in the range 10 to 30 percent. 

10.5. Discrete Scatterers 

So far we have been concerned with the statistical 
properties of the surface and have, in fact, made the 
assumption that the surface elements resolvable by 
radar have the same characteristics. This is not 
strictly true and by employing a coherent· pulse radar, 
it has been possible to resolve smaller regions of the 
lunar surface and observe that there is at least one 
type of anomalous reflector - the rayed craters like 
Tycho. Doubtless many other anomalies exist, and 
much attention in the next years will probably be 
focused on determining the location and characteristics 
of these . 

10.6. Future Observations 

Almost in all the areas described, new observational 
material is urgently required which is more accurate 
than that available at present. Thus useful measure· 
ments can be made at any wavelength simply by deter­
mining the cross section to better than ± 1 dB. The 
angular-scattering law changes so rapidly with wave­
length that new observations at almost any wavelength 
would be welcome. To be really useful, however, they 
should have a resolution comparable with the measure­
ments described here (i.e., 30 J.tSec or better). Deter­
minations of the angular-scattering law with a 
resolution approaching 1 J.tSec are needed at all wave­
lengths in the first 30 to 50 J.tsec of the return. Finally, 
more attention should be devoted to the polarization 
properties of the surface. These could provide more 
information concerning the small-scale structure and 
perhaps the depth of the tenuous dust layer on the 
surface. 

Note added in proof: The successful Ranger flights provided a 
large amount of information concerning the lunar surface on a scale 
comparable to that which governs the radio reflection properties 
[Heacock et aI., 1965].8 This showed that the lunar surface is indeed 
!argely smooth and undulating as had been predicted, but few ob­
Jects could be found with small radii of curvature which would be 
responsible for the diffuse component of the radio echoes. It would 
be po~sible for the waves to penetrate an upper layer of low density 
matenal, and be scattered from beneath. Accordingly, it was sug· 
gested that perhaps the rough structure responsible for the diffuse 
echoes lies under the visible surface. Experiments to test this 
hypothesis have recently been conducted by Hagfors et aI., [1965] 
at Millstone Hill radar.' 

If we suppose for the moment that the diffuse component of the 
echoes consists wholly of reflections from within the medium, then 
the strength of the echo will depend upon (a) the transmission coeffi. 
cient into the surface, (b) the reflection coefficient within the medium , 
and (c) the transmission coefficient out of the surface. Of course 
(a) and (c) are the same provided the polarization is maintained 
unchanged. It seems that for large angles of incidence <p the reflec. 

8 Heacock, R. L. , C. P. Kuiper, E. M. Shoemaker, H. C. Urey, and A. E. Whitaker (1965), 
Ranger VII Experimenter's analyses and interpretations, Tech. Rep. 32- 700, Je t Propul. 
sion Lab., Pasadcns, Calif. 
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tion from within the surface will chiefly be from s mall scale structure 
and hence the reflection coefficient will be inde pende nt of the inc i­
dent plane of polarization_ Thus the inte nsity of the echo power 
from an isolated region of the lunar surface removed from the center 
of the dis k should vary with the plane of the incident polarization, 
in a way which depe nds only upon the square of the transmission 
coeffi c ie nt. For the case when the electri c fi eld lies in the local 
plan~ncidence the ~s ion coefficien t Til = (4 k cos 
</> V k-sin' rp)1 (k cos </> + V k-s in'</>f where k is the dielectric con­
stant of the material , and for the fi e ld across the local plane of 
incidence 1'1. =(4 cos </> v'k-sin2 </»1 (cos </> +v'k-sin2 </>)'_ The ratio 
7') TII varies with the angle of incidence </> is s hown in figure 21-
At </>= 0 , 7'1.7'11 = LO and for </> = 90°, 7'1 11'11 = l /k_ 

Regions of the Moon may be studied separately by employing 
range-Doppler mapping described in sec_ 9_ Let us consider only 
the echoes reflec ted from a strip of surface lying along the apparent 
axis of rotation (fi g_ 4), and s uppose that thi s strip is illuminated 
first with a wave in which the electric field is parallel to the axis of 
rotation (case A) and then with a wave perpendicular to this axis 
(case B)_ In case A the echo power in the diffuse region will de pend 
upon (7'11)' and in the case B on (1'1. )2 if \he layer hypothesis is co r­
rect. In the ex perime nt conducted by Hagfors et aL [1965) the Mill­
stone Hill radar was employe d a t 23 cm wavelength _' The beam­
width is slightl y larger than the angular diameter of the Moon so 
that the whole Moon was illuminated_ The transmitted polarization 
was ri ght c irc ul ar , a nd t hi s may be thought of as equivale nt to trans­
mitting o rthogonal linear compone nts with a phase s hift of one 
quarter wave length _ On recept ion two orthogonal line ar co mpo­
ne nts we re ob tai ne d whose ori entation could be controlled at will . 
During the course of the ex periment adjustme nts were made to 
maintain one of the linears ali ned along the apparent axis of rota­
tion (libration axis), comput ed as a fun ction of time in advance of 
the observations . The effect of Faraday rotation was determine d 
to be small so that it could be ignored. The signals corresponding 
to the two linear compone nt s are amplified se parate ly and cohe r­
ently proce ssed ove r a frequency ra nge of ± IB c ps with a resolution 
of 2 c ps. S pectra obtained at various delays with res pect to the 
leading e d ge echo are s ho wn in figure 22. The areas unde r the 
two spec tra obtained at each d elay were adj usted to be the same in 
order to re move an y differe nces in the ga ins of the two receive rs 
(o r noncircularity of the transmitted wave). Thi s was jus tifi ed s ince 
the total power re fl ected from any range ring should be inde pe ndent 
of the polarization of the wave_ It can be seen in figure 22 that , as 
ex pec ted, compone nt A is s tro nger than compone nt B at the cente r 
of eac h spec trum. At the limbs of eac h spectrum (marked L) the 
orientation be tween the fi eld a nd the surface is reversed and hence 
component B is now stronge r than A. The points marked C have a 
value of 0 .707 L a nd re present the points where the two components 
s hould be equally s trong. The peak at + 4 cps in the plot a t a range 
of 4.4B msec is du e to the crat e r Tycho_ and exhibits no diffe rence in 
the intens ity of th e two components. Pres umabl y Tyc ho is not 
covered by a laye r of light mate ri al, a nd this is in accord with co n­
clus ions reached in sec_ 9 from the ano malously strong re flec tions 
ob tained from thi s cra ter. 

By taking the square root of the ratio of the powers at the cente r 
frequency Hagfo rs et aL (1965) ob tained the experimental points 
shown in figure 21 fo r the ratio of the transmiss ion coefficients. 
These points indicate that the upper surface has a dielec tric con­
stant of LB. If s ubstantial parts of the lunar surface are not 
covered b y thi s layer, or if so me of the echo power at these delays 
is reflected from the top of this layer then the points in figure 21 
will have bee n di splaced upw ards. It follows that a value k = LB 
is a lower limit. It is interes ting and probably quite s ignificant that 
thi s value corres ponds ve ry close ly to the ones derived from radio­
metric observations of the polarization of the thermal e miss ion from 
the lunar surface [Sobole va, 1962; Heiles and Drake, 1963) and othe r 
values inferred from pass ive observations [Troits ky, 1962; Salo­
monovich and Losovsky, 1962; and Krotikov and Troitsky, 1962]. 
All these values were found to li e in the range 1.5 to 2_0, and hence 
di sagree with the radar value (2.6 to 2.B) derived earlier (in sec. 7). 

Let us s uppose that the lunar s urface consis ts of two layers. The 
upper one is irregul ar in de pth, la rge ly s mooth , and has a dielectri c 
cons tant of LB. The lower one is some what de nser and more ir­
regular. Possibly a lso there may be irregularities in density within 
the upper laye r whi ch contribut e to the backscattered power. The 
radiometric de te rmi nations of th e die lec tri c constant based on the 
polarization of the the rmal emiss ion can be brought into line with 
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FIGURE 21. The ratio between the transmission coefficients T 1 

and T il obtained from equations given in the text for two values of 
the dielectric constant. 

The experimental points for the Moon were deri ved by Hagsfors e l a l. [1 965] from the 
result s presented in fig , 22. 
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FIG URE 22. RadioJrequency power spectra obtained by Hagfors 
et ai, [1965) at various values of delay with respect to the center 
of the Moon. 

T he Iwo spec tra obtained al each range are for linearl y pol ari zed waves parall el and a l 
right angles to the apparen t axis of lib ration. The syste ma ti c differe nces in the curves a re 
due to the differe nce be lwp.en the tra ns mission coefficient s (fi g. 2 1) for the Iwo directions. 

thi s naive two layer mode l. Calculations show that near grazing 
angles of incidence the polarization of the e mission will practi cally 
en ti re ly be de termined by the top layer. It therefore appears that 
a two laye r model of" the lunar surface of the t ype s ugges ted pro­
vides a ra ther se lf-cons is tent explanation of several different types 
of observations made of the Moon by radio waves. 

In order to reconcile the observed re fl ec tion coefficient at normal 
incidence (6%) with that expec ted for a homogeneous layer having 
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a dielectric constant k = 1.8 (i.e., 3%) it is necess ary to have a base 
laye r with a dielectric constant k = 4.5 to 5. As to the depth of the 
layer one can only say .that it must be irregular and greater than 23 
cm (i.e., the wavelength employed in these observations). If the 
depth is less than say I to 2 meters, one would be able to account for 
the increase in cross section observed by Davis and Rohlfs [1964] 
(see fig. 2), since a thin layer would be unimportant at decameter 
wavelengths. However as noted earlier these long wave measure· 
ments are extremely difficult to perform reliably and perhaps not 
too much importance should be attached to this possible upper limit. 

In view of the fact that at normal incidence some 60 percent of the 
echo power is reflected from within the surface, we are obliged to 
ask, what if any, is the meaning of the distributions and rms values 
of the surface slopes obtained in sec 4? The answer is that these 
cannot apply to the uppermost layer, but to some hypothetical sur· 
face lying within that layer. For a two layer model this hypotheti· 
cal surface would roughly lie midway between the two boundaries 
and have characteristics roughly comparable to the sum of the two 
layers. It follows that since the hypothetical surface is largely 
smooth and undulating neither boundary can be particularly rough. 
In our present interpretation we have ascribed the small scale rough· 
ness entirely to the base layer, but this may be improper. A vari· 
ety of models can be invented which would match the results. For 
example, density irregularities within the upper layer (e.g., boulders) 
might be responsible for the diffuse component. A value of the 
dielectric constant of 1.8 implies that the material must have a poros· 
ity roughly in the range 70 to 90 percent if the material in bulk is not 
very dissimilar from terrestrial rocks. 
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Decameter-Wave Radar Studies of the Lunar Surface 
1. R. Davis, D. C. Rohlfs, G. A. Skaggs, and J. W. Joss 1 

Radar Division, U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, D.C. 

An extended series of decameter· wave measurements of the total radar cross section of the 
Moon has corroborated a previous sugges tion th at this paramete r has a substanti ally larger value in 
th e decameter region than at shorter wavelengths. Examples are given of the ionospher ic effec ts 
which require decameter-wave measurements conducted over a transionospheric path to be regarded 
with caution. A beginning study of poss ible discrete scattering centers located in regions toward the 
limb of the Moon is described. 

1. Introduction 

The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, as part of a 
continuing program of research in radio propagation 
and radar techniques , has conducted a high~frequency 
(HF) radar study of the Moon and transionospheric 
propagation for the past 31/2 years . Measurements 
of Moon-reflected radar signals at wavelengths be· 
tween 11 and 22 m have been made on a regular basis 
during this period with the use of NRL's high-power 
HF transmitting facility. As is often the case with 
decameter-wave radio undertakings, however, the 

~ pattern of the large broadside array which has been 
used for this series of measurements has imposed 
severe restrictions on the operating schedule. Ob· 
servations have been possible only for periods of ap· 
proximately 11/2 hr immediately after moonrise on the 
few days each month when the Moon's delination 
exceeds 15° North. Due to the ionospheric phenom· 
ena which affect decameter-wave radio signals, use· 
ful observations have been possible only during periods 
well after ionospheric sunset, as well. 

I RCA Service Compan y. 

In brief, the NRL high-power HF transmitting facil­
ity has been utilized in a monostatic, pulsed mode for 
this study, providing pulses of approximately 250 /-tsec 
in length at pulse repetition frequencies of 55/8 pulses 
per second and harmonically related multiples of that 
rate. Observations have centered largely upon meas­
urements of two principal characteristics of the Moon 
as a decameter-wave radar target: 

(a) Its total radar cross section, and 
(b) its properties as a distributed scatterer. 

An earlier series of measurements conducted with thi s 
facility [Davis and Rohlfs, 1964] has suggested that 
both of these parameters display somewhat different 
character at decameter wavelengths than in the meter 
and centimeter regions . In particular, the Moon's 
total radar cross section has been measured to be 
substantially larger at decameter wavelengths than at 
shorter wavelengths, and the relative contribution to 
the total scattered energy by areas beyond the Moon's 
central, specularly reflecting region has been measured 
to be distinctly less in the decameter region than at 
shorter wavelengths. This behavior has led to the 
suggestion than the Moon, apparently a perfectly 
rough or uniformly bright reflector at optical wave-
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