
Foreword 

More effective dissemination of scientific and techni cal information is t he primary objective in 
subdividin g the Journal of R esearch of t he National Bureau of Standards in to four separate sections 
(effective July 1, 1959) . In t he past , the J ourn al has reported r esults of Bureau research in most 
fields of t he phys ical sciences and enginee ring. Subd ivid ing t he J ournal by subj ect matter should 
make it more valuab le to the individual scient ist or eng ineer. 

With t his objective in mind , t he edi t Ol s of t he Section on Engi neerin g and Instrum entation plan 
to present material of in terest chi efl y to t he a pp li ed seientist a nd t he engineer. Wi t hin t he broad 
fie ld of instrumentation, emphasis wi ll be p laced on papers dealing wi t h standards, measurement 
methods, individual instruments, a nd in st rument systems. It is beli eved that papers of t his type 
will be of ge nera l in te rest to all r eadcrs of t his section. Engineering reports will be concerned mainly 
with the properties of materi a ls and st ru ctures and with ge neral engin eeri ng devices and t echniqu es. 
P apers in th ese areas shou ld find a la rge, t llO Ugh somewhat more specialized, audience. 

In addi t ion t o repo rts on research an d deve lopment, t here m ay be occasional review articles, 
tables of useful data, a nd compila tions of information on subjccts close ly rclatcd to the B urea u's 
program . T hus, Section C is planned to include some of t he material which h eretofore the B ureau 
has been publishin g in its nonperiod ical series of publications. A complete listing, wi th selected 
abstracts, of NBS n on periodical publi cations and of articles by t he Bureau staff in profession al journals 
will also bc a regu lar feature. 

It is hoped that this editor ia l policy will result in a journal suffici ent ly defin ed in scope to be 
valuable to specifi c groups of readers. However, if a la rge volume of mate ri al develops in both en
gineering and instrumentat ion, co ns ideration may be given to dividing Section C into two separate 
sections, each devoted exc lusively to one of t hese fields. 
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